DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

"PAINFUL JOY” 

1 PETER 1:6-7

JULY 2 - 8, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY – This week as we continue our study of 1 Peter we come to a topic that is difficult for us sometimes to embrace.  It is the fact that the Christian life is a life of “painful joy.”  Peter, in these two verses, explains to us that genuine faith is a faith that sometimes experiences pain, but in that pain there is incredible and abiding joy.  Carefully read our text: 1 Peter 1:6-7. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to help you understand His Word as we study it this week.

MONDAY – Peter starts verse 6 with the phrase, “In this you greatly rejoice.”  The “in this” is referring to the topic he addressed in verses 3-5.  It is the fact that God has “begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”  God has also given us an “inheritance incorruptible and undefiled that does not fade away reserved in heaven.”  And finally, this great inheritance and we the inheritors are “kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”  It is in “this”: that God is keeping both our inheritance as believers and the believers themselves from losing their genuine faith that gives us cause for joy.  Read John 16:16-33. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God for being the one WHO keeps us and our inheritance safe and secure forevermore.

TUESDAY – Peter also says that “In this you greatly rejoice.”  The words “greatly rejoice” are one word in the original Greek.  The word is “agalliao.”  This word comes from a word that means “to jump for joy”.  It means “exalt, be exceedingly glad, have exceeding joy and rejoice greatly.” 

We as believers have this joy based on God’s unwavering commitment to all His children.  Our joy does not have its basis in the temporal, changing circumstances of life, but rather in the sure, secure and steadfast decree of God.  That, my friends, is a reason to greatly rejoice!  Read Luke 6:23, Deuteronomy 12:186, John 15:11 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Truly meditate on this awesome reality of joy “in and through God’s grace” made possible by Christ’s finished work on the Cross. 

WEDNESDAY – Peter now gets to the “pain” we experience as believers as he continues in verse 6 with, “though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials.”  There are several things we will look at in this phrase over the next couple of days.  First, we find that the pain is for “a little while.”  This is a very relative term.  A “little while” can be understood and defined to our minds in several ways.  What is a little while to a child may not seem the same to an adult.  The point we must understand is that compared to eternity and all the great unending realities Peter has just discussed with us, our trials are brief.  In comparison to all that God has “reserved for believers, life’s trials are temporary indeed.  Read James 4:14, 

1 Peter 5:10, 2 Corinthians 4:17. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Praise God that our trials here on earth are but for “a little while.”   

THURSDAY – Now let’s look at these “various trials” mentioned by Peter in verse 6.  Notice he describes them as “various.”  There is a wide range of trials that come upon the believer--financial trials, health trials, work and home life trials.  God could’ve prevented them from happening.  But in His providence and wisdom He does not prevent them, but instead guides them for our good and His glory.  He also says you have been “grieved” by them.  The Greek word is “lupeo” which means “to distress, cause grief, sorrowful, to make one uneasy.”  By God’s design our trials bring real grief and distress, but we, unlike the unsaved world, see a master plan and design in them.  Read James 1:2-4, 2 Corinthians 6:10. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to help you see the plan He has for you even amidst grievous trials. 

FRIDAY – When Peter comes to verse 7 he speaks to the purpose of these trials.  To prove and test the “genuiness of your faith.”  He then compares the Christian’s trials to the refiner’s fire which pulls the impurities from the gold as the fire melts and purifies it.  In the same way, we as believers have the impurities of our faith, the dependence on ourselves and not God, removed by these grievous circumstances.  We receive an even more valuable outcome when we come through the fire of trials—we know our faith is genuine.  Read 2 Corinthians 1:8-9, Job 1:20-22. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to help us see growth in our lives as we focus on Him so that we can trust and glorify Him even in our fiery trials. 

SATURDAY – Finally, we see that God designed these circumstances in our lives for the purpose of our faith being found to “praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  When this life comes to an end, and Christ returns for His redeemed, we will see His glory reflected in the mirror of our faith.  The more we are refined, the more clearly this display.  God exalts those who exalt Him and the glory that awaits us as true “fire proven genuine believers” is more than we could now begin to fully comprehend.  Read 1 Peter 5:4, 1 Corinthians 4:5, and Matthew 25:23. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Thank God that one day we as believers will praise, honor, and glorify Him by our genuine faith.

